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Delineation of the outer limits of 

the Indian continental shelf

A major multi-institutional national endeavor

implemented under the aegis of MoES.

The requisite scientific and technical data that will

define and substantiate Indiaôssubmission to the CLCS

for an extended continental shelf have been collected,

processed, interpreted, documented and

- Indiaôsfirst formal submission for an

extended continental shelf made to the United Nations

on the 11th May 2009

.
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Delineation of the outer limits of the 

continental shelf

¸ Primarily governed by the tenets of Article 76, which

seek to define the outer limit as a function of the

thickness of the sediments from a pre-defined foot of

slope or as a function of distance from the baseline or

the foot.

¸ The outer limit of the continental shelf however, cannot

exceed 350 nautical miles from the baselines nor shall

exceed 100 nautical miles from the 2500 m isobath

.
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the geospatial components of the 

continental shelf

ÅBaselines and maritime boundaries

Å200 and 350 nautical mile distances from the baselines

ÅBathymetric information to determine the foot of the

slope and 2500 m isobath

Å information on sediment thickness



Geospatial software and GIS tools in the 
delineation exercise

CARIS LOTS & GEOCAP:

for determination of the locations of ï

the 200 and 350 M distances from the baselines

the foot of the continental slope along the bathymetric

transects

sediment thicknesses as a function of the distance

from FoS

ArcGIS 9.3 APPLICATION

The final geographic visualization and depiction of the

outer limits. This application facilitates storage of the

various data layers either as shape files or raster maps,

which can be toggled on/off.
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