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Understanding Droughts

Â Prolongedabsenceor markeddeficiencyof precipitationisDrought.

Â Deficiencyof precipitationthat resultsin watershortagefor someactivityor

for somegroupõor aôperiodof abnormallydryweathersufficientlyprolonged

for the lack of precipitation to cause a serious hydrological

imbalanceô(Heim,2002).

Â Theseverityof thedroughtdependsuponthedegreeof moisturedeficiency,

theduration,andthesizeof theaffectedarea.



Droughts V/s Other Disasters

Â Drought tends to occur less frequently than other hazards 

Â But whenit doesoccur,it generallyaffectsabroadregionfor seasonsor yearsat

atime.

Â Thiscanresultin a largerproportionof thepopulationbeingaffectedthanwhen

otherdisastersoccur.

Â Globally,drought disastersaccountfor lessthan 10 per cent of all disaster

occurrences,but theyaccountfor nearly40 per centof all peopleaffectedby

naturaldisasters.


